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distress was not to terrify the Duchess, who is so paralytic
and nervous. I therefore made Lady Browne go into the
parlour, and desired one of the Duchess's servants to get
her a glass of water, while I went into the drawing-room, to
break it to the Duchess, 'Well,' said I, laughing to her
and the rest of the company, ' you won't get much from us
to-night,' ' Why/ said one of them, ' have you been robbed ?'
'Yes, a little/ said I. The Duchess trembledj but it went
off. Her groom of the chambers said not a word, but slipped
out, and Lady Margaretx and Miss Howe having servants
there on horseback, he gave them pistols and dispatched
them different ways. This was exceedingly clever, for he
knew the Duchess would not have suffered it, as lately he
had detected a man who had robbed her garden, and she
would not allow him to take up the fellow. These servants
spread the story, and when my footman arrived on foot, he
was stopped in the street by the hostler of the ' George/
who told him the highwayman's horse was then in the
stable; but this part I must reserve for the second volume,
for I have made this no story so long and so tedious that
your Ladyship will not be able to read it in a breath; and
the second part is so much longer and so much less, contains
so many examinations of witnesses, so many contradictions
in the depositions, which I have taken myself, and, I must
confess, with such abilities and shrewdness that I have found
out nothing at all, that I think to defer the prosecution of
my narrative till all the other inquisitions on the anvil are
liquidated, lest your Ladyship's head, strong as it is, should
be confounded, and you should imagine that Kodney or
Ferguson was the person who robbed us in Twickenham
Lane. I would not have detailed the story at all if you
were not in a forest, where it will serve to put you to sleep
as well as a newspaper full of lies; and I am sure there is
l Lady Margaret Gompton.ith  France,
